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What is Generative AI?

● Generative AI describes algorithms that have the unique ability to not only provide a response but 

also generate the content in that response as well as generate new responses beyond its explicit 

programming



What is the significance of Generative AI?

● Artificial intelligence has become one of the fastest growing industries in the world

● Significant advancements in generative AI

● Ethical questions
○ Who owns the intellectual rights to the output generated by generative AI?

○ How accurate is the information generated by generative AI?

○ What kind of data is being used in training generative AI? Personal data?



ChatGPT

1. Available to the public for free and has a monetized version called ChatGPT Pro ($20 per month)
2. Supervised Learning
3. Reinforcement learning from human feedback (RLHF)



Data

● Trained using 570GB of data, from books, webtexts, articles and other pieces of writing on the internet (Brown et 
al., 2020)

● Ethical Dilemmas
○ Biases
○ Safety concerns
○ Centralization of data



Ethical Theories – Consequentialism

● Normative ethical theory

● Inaccuracies, biases, privacy, flaws

● Maximizing act-utilitarianism 
○ an act is morally right if and only if no alternative act has consequences containing greater welfare of the 

general population, impartially assessed (Skorupski, 2010)

● Content generated
○ Explosive devices

○ Criminal activities

○  maximizing act-egoism





Ethical Theories – Rational Egoism

● "One must act in which to obtain values that would help promote and extend one’s life/existence. “

● “The goal is not attainment of the barest essentials of subsistence, but a condition of flourishing 

which means: living in such a manner that one is fit to continue to live, long term.”



Ethical Theories – Buddhism
● 5 Precepts of Buddhism: refrain from killing, stealing, sexual misconduct, lying, and intoxicants

○ Practical expression of Buddhist ethics

● 4 Noble Truths to transcend suffering
○ There is suffering
○ Suffering is caused by our desires
○ Transcend suffering by removing desires
○ Move beyond suffering through The Noble Eightfold Path

● The Noble Eightfold Path
○ Cultivation of wisdom
○ Ethical conduct
○ Development of the mind



Ethical Applications – AI Art

● Stability AI Ltd., Midjourney Inc., and DeviantArt Inc. are being sued. 
● Copyright infringement class action over using copyrighted images to train AI tools

○ If you are using other artists’ art to train your AI, who does the art generated by AI belong to?



Ethical Applications – Education

● Scholarly article abstracts using generative AI, people were able to correctly identify 68% (Gao et 

al., 2022)

● Cheating
○ Standardization Exams

■ SAT: 1410/1600

■ 5s & 4s on AP exams

■ Bar: 298 out of 400 (In NY, need at least 266 to pass)

○ Solutions include softwares such as GPTZero





Ethical Applications – Jobs

● Will ChatGPT take jobs that require creative output?
○ Speech writers

○ Musicians 

○ Grammar teachers

○ Artists



Conclusion

● Generative AI is relatively new
○ Using the ethical theories to assess

● Important for consumers and developers to keep asking themselves these questions and make sure 

that generative AI becomes a safe tool that people can use ethically.


